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Anti-Kleptocracy Bills 

As Casey Michel wrote in the American Interest (“America’s Anti-Kleptocracy Breakthrough” – August 28, 

2019): “Over the past year, an extraordinary burst of anti-kleptocracy legislation—much of it intended to 
counter Russian influence—has taken aim at the tools and tactics of foreign criminals looking to move money 

through the United States. These bills, which enjoy bipartisan support, a im to shore up America’s moral high-
ground against the forces of kleptocracy.” 

While each of these eight bills in Congress have their merits and deserve backing, we have decided to best 
focus our Baltic Advocacy Day efforts on two of these measures – H.R.3843, and H.R.4330/S.2483 

(1) The Countering Russian and Other Overseas Kleptocracy (CROOK) Act  

H.R. 3843 Reps. Keating & Fitzpatrick (intro 7/18, 11 co-sponsors as of 10/30) 

Creates an anti-corruption action fund from 5% of FCPA fines and penalties and 

streamlines U.S. work to promote the rule of law abroad. 

The Countering Russian and Other Overseas Kleptocracy (CROOK) Act, would take 
anti-corruption efforts abroad. If passed, the CROOK Act would create a brand-new 

anti-corruption fund, overseen by the State Department and directed toward 
countries undergoing democratic transitions (such as Moldova a few months ago, or 

Ukraine in the aftermath of the 2014 EuroMaidan Revolution). The fund would use 
some 5 percent of the fines levied under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA)—good, presumably, for 

millions of dollars annually—while also setting up anti-corruption points of contact in American embassies. 
Back in Washington, the CROOK Act would also set up an interagency taskforce focused on directing related 

American anti-corruption efforts—effectively setting up something of a first responder system for eradicating 
corrupt networks abroad.   

(2) The Transnational Repression Accountability and Prevention (TRAP) Act  

H.R. 4330/S. 2483 Reps. Hastings & Wilson and Senators Wicker and 
Cardin (House intro 9/13 – 9 co-sponsors; Senate intro 9/17, 4 co-

sponsors as of 10/30) 
This pair of bills, in the House and Senate, would codify no arrest based 

solely on red notice and prohibit the denial of U.S. government services 
based on red notices from countries with which the United States does not 

have an extradition treaty.  

As the U.S. Helsinki Commission (the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe) explains:  
 

To silence dissent from abroad, autocrats often turn to the International Criminal Police Organization, known 
as INTERPOL, to file bogus criminal claims seeking the arrest and extradition of their political targets. This 

abuse of INTERPOL Red Notices and Diffusions enables autocratic governments to harass and intimidate 
(and sometimes to abduct and assassinate) their opponents thousands of miles away, even within free and 

democratic societies. 

https://www.csce.gov/sites/helsinkicommission.house.gov/files/documents/CROOK%20Act%20FINAL.pdf

