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The Lithuanian American Youth Association and American Latvian Youth Association (ALYA) strongly 
condemn the Russian Federation’s brazen attacks against Ukraine in the Kerch Strait.  This blatant 
violation of international law is yet another escalation in Russia’s undeclared war against its peaceful 
neighbor.  Actions must be taken now in order to preserve Ukraine’s territorial integrity and the broader 
security of the region.  
 
We urge President Trump, Secretaries Pompeo and Mattis, Ambassadors Haley and Hutchison, and 
bipartisan congressional leadership to confront these acts of aggression with urgency and resolve.  The 
United States must reaffirm its commitment to the Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances, while 
rallying the international community to denounce Russia’s latest hostility.  This coalition of nations must 
pressure Russia to release the captured Ukrainian sailors and to end its illegal occupation of Crimea.  It is 
imperative that Ukraine be free to navigate its waters, maintain its borders, and develop its democratic 
institutions.  
 
We call for a measured approach to this conflict along with meaningful repercussions for the aggressor. 
The current economic sanctions imposed upon the Russian Federation should be expanded and 
intensified.  The United States and our European allies should recalibrate their diplomatic relations with 
Russia and reevaluate existing energy partnerships.  It is important to remind the Kremlin that its unlawful 
behavior is isolating and self-defeating. 
 
The Lithuanian and Latvian people have a profound understanding of what is at stake, given our own 
struggle for freedom from this same oppressor.  The fates of Ukraine, Lithuania, and Latvia are 
inextricably tied as our communities strive to preserve and promulgate our respective cultures, languages, 
and traditions.  Our solemn duty to safeguard Lithuania and Latvia’s existence for future generations is 
strengthened by our solidarity with Ukraine.  
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